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April 7, 2019 

Isaiah 43:16-21 

Thus says the LORD, 

who makes a way in the sea, 

a path in the mighty waters, 

who brings out chariot and horse, 

army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, 

or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honour me, 

the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 

the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise. 

 

Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on 

the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 



Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 

More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 

and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 

on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do 

not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

John 12:1-8 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 

he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 

Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 

perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The 

house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his 

disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not 

sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not 

because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common 

purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She 

bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the 

poor with you, but you do not always have me." 

 

April 14       Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. 



Morning by morning he wakens-- 

wakens my ear  

to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious,  

I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  

he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God  

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave,  

being born in human likeness. 



And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to the point of death--  

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name  

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Luke 19:39-48 
 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples to 

stop.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.’ 

 

 As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had 

only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are 

hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will come upon you, when your enemies 

will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in on every side. 

They will crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will 

not leave within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the 

time of your visitation from God.’ 

 

 Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things 

there; and he said, ‘It is written, 

“My house shall be a house of prayer”; 

   but you have made it a den of robbers.’ 



 Every day he was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, and the 

leaders of the people kept looking for a way to kill him; but they did not find 

anything they could do, for all the people were spellbound by what they heard. 

 

April 18   Maundy Thursday 

 

Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark 

for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell 

the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a 

lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a 

whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 

divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall 

eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 

you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the 

land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 

both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: 

I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 

when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I 

strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival 

to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 

ordinance. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes. 

 
 



John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 

world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' 

feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, 

"You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." Peter said 

to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you 

have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also 

my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 

you." For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you 

are clean." 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 

he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 

Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 

servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 

who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If 

God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 

him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 

me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot 

come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 

are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

 

 



April 21       Easter Sunday 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

I am about to create new heavens 

and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever 

in what I am creating; 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

and its people as a delight. 

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

and delight in my people; 

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. 

No more shall there be in it 

an infant that lives but a few days, 

or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

They shall not labor in vain, 

or bear children for calamity; 

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord-- 

and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 

while they are yet speaking I will hear. 



The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox;  

but the serpent-- its food shall be dust! 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 

 

 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has 

also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive 

in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those 

who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to 

God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to 

be destroyed is death. 

 

Luke 24:1-12 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus 

from Galilee came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They 

found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not 

find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 

clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the 

dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still 

in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, 

and on the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning 

from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them 

who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 

did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking 

in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 

happened. 



 

April 28      Second Sunday of Easter 

 

Acts 5:27-32 

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to 

teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you 

are determined to bring this man's blood on us." But Peter and the apostles 

answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our 

ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the 

Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him." 

 

Revelation 1:4-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who 

is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 

throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 

the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 



you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he 

said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in 

the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 

be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas 

answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


