
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, 

you know our necessities before we ask and 

our ignorance in asking: Have compassion 

on our weakness, and mercifully give us 

those things which for our unworthiness we 

dare not, and for our blindness we cannot 

ask; through the worthiness of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

LOOK 

Have you ever tried to get rid of a ‘weed’ in 

your garden/lawn?  How did that work for 

you? 

 

BOOK 

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: 

"The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to someone who sowed good seed in his 

field; but while everybody was asleep, an 

enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and then went away. So when the 

plants came up and bore grain, then the 

weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of 

the householder came and said to him, 

`Master, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?' He answered, `An enemy has done 

this.' The slaves said to him, `Then do you 

want us to go and gather them?' But he 

replied, `No; for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. 

Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 

them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn.'" 

 

Then he left the crowds and went into the 

house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, "Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds of the field." He answered, "The one 

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 

the field is the world, and the good seed are 

the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 

the children of the evil one, and the enemy 

who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 

the end of the age, and the reapers are 

angels. Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end 

of the age. The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 

and they will throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father. Let anyone with ears listen!" 

 

1)  Jesus was most likely talking about 

wheat and darnel, a plant that looks 

very like wheat but is poisonous.  

What risks does the sower take when 

he/she lets the weeds grow with the 

wheat? 

2) Consider the audience to whom 

Jesus is speaking.  What is he 

cautioning against? Is Jesus 

preaching complacency in regard to 

evil?   

3) A parable, you may recall, has many 

layers of meaning.  Can we be wheat 

and weeds at the same time?  How 

are we sower and crop at the same 

time? 

 

 

 

TOOK 

What are some weeds in your life?  How 

have you tried to uproot them?  What 

damage did that cause? 

What would happen if you did nothing about 

your weeds, but rather, trusted God to deal 

with them? 

Do you think God transforms weeds into 

wheat?  Can you share an example of how 

God turned a weed into wheat in your life? 

 



In our culture today, who are the ‘weeds’, 

the others, the ones who don’t belong?  

What would the faithful response to these 

‘weeds’ be?   

 

‘Let them grow together’, Jesus says.  Being 

in community with those who are different 

is not easy.  What lessons can we take from 

this parable about living in community with 

those with whom we disagree? 

 

Weeds are just plants that are in the wrong 

place.  The question is, wrong according to 

whom?  Jesus tells us that God will decide 

and judge.  How can we grow beside the 

weeds and not let them overtake us? 


