
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 

without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 

holy: Increase and multiply upon us your 

mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 

we may so pass through things temporal, 

that we lose not the things eternal; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

LOOK 

Describe God in five words or less.   

Share your process for creating your 

description.  Why did you say what you 

said?  How challenging was it? 

 

BOOK 

Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed that someone took and sowed in his 

field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 

when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 

air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom 

of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed in with three measures of flour 

until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field, which someone found and 

hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 

he has and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 

one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 

that he had and bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 

that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 

of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into 

baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 

at the end of the age. The angels will come 

out and separate the evil from the righteous 

and throw them into the furnace of fire, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They 

answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been 

trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

1) This is the third Sunday of gospels from 

Matthew 13, all parables.  Jesus is trying to 

describe the 'kingdom of heaven'.  How do 

you understand what the 'kingdom of 

heaven' is?  Does it help to substitute 'realm 

of God' or 'God's love is like'? 

2)  Is the 'kingdom of heaven' meant to be 

only after we die?  For only a few, or for 

many?  For only the elite holy people, or for 

ordinary folk? 

3) Why do you think Jesus used parables, 

which can be confusing or paradoxical, to 

describe God's kingdom?  Why is Jesus so 

insistent that we understand, that we listen, 

that we hear? 

4) Jesus gives us five parables to consider.  

Are there any common themes among them?  

What does Jesus want us to know about God 

and God's love? 

5)  Which of these parables resonates the 

most with you?  Why? 

 



 

TOOK 

Jesus used ordinary, familiar references to 

describe God and God's love – seeds, yeast, 

treasure. What would a current day parable 

reference?  The kingdom is like...... 

Who/what should we emulate in these 

parables? Are we to be the yeast? The weed? 

The seeker of treasure? Should we give up 

everything we own?  

One common thread through these parables 

is that God's love is wild, pervasive, prolific.  

How do we live in response to that?  What 

do we need to turn upside down to 

accommodate the kingdom?  

What is the treasure we seek?  (Hint: 

Romans 8) 

What gets in the way of us finding our 

greatest treasure, our highest meaning, the 

kingdom of heaven??  Do we always 

recognize it when we find it?  

  

 

 

Tell all the truth but tell it slant — (1263) 

BY EMILY DICKINSON 

Tell all the truth but tell it slant — 

Success in Circuit lies 

Too bright for our infirm Delight 

The Truth's superb surprise 

As Lightning to the Children eased 

With explanation kind 

The Truth must dazzle gradually 

Or every man be blind — 
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