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Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our 
hearts; for, as you always resist the proud 
who confide in their own strength, so you 
never forsake those who make their boast 
of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
LOOK 
As you begin to explore this passage, think 
about these two questions: 

1. In what ways are you held in 
bondage by this world that prevents 
you from living towards the 
kingdom? 

2. In what ways are you called to, “love 
our neighbors as ourselves,” and 
break the chains of our neighbors 
who are in bondage in this earthly 
world?  

 
BOOK 
I know, we are looking at the Old Testament 
passage.  Worry not, this is a great passage! 
We started with the burning bush last 

week, when God called Moses to lead Israel 
out of the land of Egypt.  Since that “season 
opener,” we have not skipped to episode 10 
in the Exodus story.  There were nine 
plagues, from frogs to locusts to boils on 
the skin, which God, through Moses, 
brought to the Pharaoh’s people.  The 
below reading from Exodus is the beginning 
of the tenth plague, when the firstborn of 

every household will be struck down. This is 
the institution of the Passover which is still 
practiced by Jews today.  This is also the 
meal that Jesus had as the Last Supper, the 
night before he was crucified.  In the Gospel 

of John, Passover occurred the day of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and Jesus died at the time the 
Passover lamb was usually sacrificed, 
signifying Jesus’ sacrifice for us.  The 
directions below are very specific and we 
can get bogged down in such detail. As we 
read about God who strikes down the 
firstborn, who institutes this specific meal, 
remember that it is a story of going from 

bondage into freedom in God.  From a land 
of idols towards a path that acknowledges 
that it is God on whom we rely.    
 

Exodus 12:1-14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in 
the land of Egypt: This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; 
it shall be the first month of the year 
for you. Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month 
they are to take a lamb for each family, 
a lamb for each household. If a 
household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be 
divided in proportion to the number of 
people who eat of it. Your lamb shall 
be without blemish, a year-old male; 
you may take it from the sheep or 
from the goats. You shall keep it until 
the fourteenth day of this month; then 
the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They 
shall take some of the blood and put it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel of 
the houses in which they eat it. They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; 
they shall eat it roasted over the fire 
with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled in water, but roasted over the 
fire, with its head, legs, and inner 



organs. You shall let none of it remain 
until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall 
burn. This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
and your staff in your hand; and you 
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover 
of the LORD. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt that night, and I will 
strike down every firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both human beings and 
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. The 
blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague shall destroy you when I strike 
the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of 
remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 
throughout your generations you shall 
observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

1. How do you think the people of 
Israel received the news about the 
Passover dinner and the upcoming 
tenth plague?  Would there be fear?  

Would there be joy?  

2. The meal was cooked without 
leaven to both commemorate a 
simultaneous observation of the 
Feast of the Unleavened Bread and 
it was also practical, because it did 
not take much time to make and 
eat. They were even dressed as they 
ate so that they could leave any 
moment.  Imagine that meal.  What 

feelings must have been going on 
during that meal?  

3. This image of God is one of salvation 
and one who brought death 

(specifically verse 12) and is difficult 
for us to comprehend.  God in Jesus 
celebrates this Passover with God as 
bringing salvation to all.  There are 
the original participants of the meal 
in the book of Exodus, there are the 
participants in the New Testament 
with the disciples and others, there 
are modern celebrations of the 

Passover, and there is our related 
Communion. We acknowledge God’s 
presence and protection in all of 
these contexts and God’s salvation 
for all.  How would you talk about 
God in context of this passage?   

4. This is the ceremonial, worship 
experience, liturgy of the Exodus, 
going from bondage to freedom.  
They are leaving behind servitude 

and slavery of Egypt as well as the 
idols/gods of Egypt.  While leaving 
behind bondage, this must still have 
been painful.  Talk about the 
concept of leaving everything to and 
unknown.   

 
 
TOOK 

 

1. Thinking about the Hurricanes, if 
you were told on a moment’s notice 
that you must leave (given one hour 
and a car), what would you bring 
from your house?  How do these 
decisions reflect or not reflect what 
your values are or what you value?   

2. Putting yourself in the shoes of a 
“DREAMer” in light of the DACA 

decision, how might this passage 
resonate or not resonate with you?  
Does your reading of this passage 
impact how you view bondage and 
going into freedom?   



3. What are those things in your life 
that bind you to this world and 
prevent you from living towards the 
kingdom?  There are worldly goods, 
addictions, sports, and more.  They 
are not always perceived as 
negative.   

4. Think about the Golden rule: Loving 
your neighbor as yourself 

(Summation Commandment and we 
read in Romans this past week) – 
How might helping to break the 
bonds/fetters of our neighbors who 
are in trouble help to break the 
chains which keep us from living 
towards the kingdom?   

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 


