
Almighty God, you have knit together your 

elect in one communion and fellowship in 

the mystical body of your Son Christ our 

Lord: Give us grace so to follow your 

blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 

living, that we may come to those ineffable 

joys that you have prepared for those who 

truly love you; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 

and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

LOOK 

Were you taught about saints growing up?  

If so, what were you taught about the saints?  

Do you have a saint whose story particularly 

inspires you?  The calendar of the church 

year, found on pages 19-30 of the Book of 

Common Prayer list some of the saints we 

commemorate in the Episcopal Church, 

from St. Mary to Martin Luther King, Jr. 

From Oscar Romero of El Salvador to 

Constance and her companions in Memphis, 

TN.   

Is your understanding of saints positive? 

Negative?  

BOOK 

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went 

up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. Then he 

began to speak, and taught them, 

saying: 

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

"Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

will be comforted.  

"Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth.  

"Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled.  

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will 

receive mercy.  

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

will see God.  

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

will be called children of God. 

"Blessed are those who are persecuted 

for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

"Blessed are you when people revile 

you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you." 

 

1)  Blessing, also translated as “happy,” 

fortunate,” “privileged situation,” or “well 

off,” is best translated here as “blessed.”  

Speak to two or three of these statements as 

to why you think they are blessed.    

2) These statements are not like 

commandments but descriptions.  They are 

not requirements for entering the kingdom 

of heaven.  Does this change how you might 

view these statements? Do any of the stories 

you described about saints or have heard 

align with any of these statements?  For 

example, how might St. Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, be blessed in the above statements?  

3) The first and eighth statement end with a 

present tense “for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven,” as opposed to future tense “will…” 

The kingdom is something that will come 

and is already here.  How have Christians 

worked towards bringing the kingdom, the 

will of God, here on earth as it is in heaven?  

From Revelation 7: 



Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 

"Who are these, robed in white, and where 

have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, 

you are the one that knows." Then he said to 

me, "These are they who have come out of 

the great ordeal; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 

 

1) John writes this in the book of 

Revelation about the faithful who 

have come out of “the time of trial” 

or the “great ordeal.” Those who 

have followed Christ when it was not 

popular (saints!), even to the point of 

death.  What might the “great 

ordeal” or “time of trial” here on 

earth be?  Hint, usually this is when 

Christianity is counter-cultural.   

2) What imagery!  “washed their robes 

and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.” All Saints’ Day is a day 

in history when many are baptized 

into the faith. Do you see the 

baptismal imagery here?  

3) How might these saints, robed in 

white, be blessed?  

TOOK 

The hymn, I Sing a Song of the Saints of 

God (Hymnal 293) sings about saints in the 

past.  But, “they lived not only in ages 

past…and I mean to be one too.” It may be 

hard to describe ourselves as living as a 

saint.  Who are some of the saints in your 

life?  How are we called as Christians, today 

in the U.S. to live as saints?  

We are blessed and asked to bless.  How is 

St. David’s called as a Christian community 

to “bless” the world?  To help spread the 

Good News of the Kingdom to those in the 

“great ordeal.” What is the “great ordeal,” in 

the present?  

What distracts us from following Christ?   

The Saints Go Marching On, is another great 

hymn usually sung around All Saints’.  As 

we walk in love, we are walking as saints of 

God.  Have you felt any transformation or 

changes in your life this season as we 

walked in love?  Or, what changes do you 

pray for as you walk in love, as saints?  

Prayer 

Almighty God, creator of all, guide to All 

Saints: We thank you for this time together, 

to study the Holy Scriptures, for fellowship, 

and for the gift of your Holy Spirit.  Inspire 

us to walk in love as saints so that we may 

receive blessing and be a blessing to a world 

in pain so that the joy spread through your 

love might be known.  We ask that your 

Holy Spirit continue to inspire us so that this 

prayerful time may shine forth from us with 

each step of our daily lives.  Through your 

Son, our Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  

 

 


