
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world 

that he might destroy the works of the devil and 

make us children of God and heirs of eternal 

life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 

ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes 

again with power and great glory, we may be 

made like him in his eternal and glorious 

kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

LOOK 

All of us make hundreds of decisions each day.  

On what criteria do you base your daily 

decisions?  What guides your choices of how 

you spend your time, passion and treasure? 

 

BOOK 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to 

Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 

the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 

presented themselves before God. And Joshua 

said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the 

God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah 

and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond 

the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took 

your father Abraham from beyond the River and 

led him through all the land of Canaan and made 

his offspring many. 

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him 

in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 

gods that your ancestors served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if 

you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this 

day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served in the region beyond the River 

or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 

are living; but as for me and my household, we 

will serve the LORD.” 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us 

that we should forsake the LORD to serve other 

gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us 

and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery, and who did those great 

signs in our sight. He protected us along all the 

way that we went, and among all the peoples 

through whom we passed; and the LORD drove 

out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 

lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 

the LORD, for he is our God.” 

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve 

the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous 

God; he will not forgive your transgressions or 

your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve 

foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, 

and consume you, after having done you good.” 

And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will 

serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the 

people, “You are witnesses against yourselves 

that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” 

And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, 

“Then put away the foreign gods that are among 

you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the 

God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The 

LORD our God we will serve, and him we will 

obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the 

people that day, and made statutes and 

ordinances for them at Shechem. 

1)  Joshua assumed from Moses the mantle of 

leadership.  He is addressing his people for the 

last time.  He begins his address with a story.  

Why?  

2)  Joshua repeats his question three times, 

despite the positive answers of the people. What 

does he mean when he says "you cannot serve 

the Lord"? 

3)  The Hebrew word for 'serve' can also mean 

'worship'.  Joshua is talking about what our 

'ultimate concern' is.  What did the people do to 

express their commitment to serve and worship 

the Lord?  (hint: statues and ordinances, 

covenants)  

 

TOOK 

Bob Dylan's song 'Gotta Serve Somebody' says, 

"it may be the devil, it may be the Lord, but 



you're gonna have to serve somebody".  Who do 

you serve?  Does your answer change over time? 

Each day?  Each minute? Would who you serve 

be obvious to those around you?  

We all have moments when we are conflicted 

about decisions, often between two good things 

(like attending shepherd group or visiting a 

lonely friend, exercise or stop to pick up trash).  

What might help us be intentional about our 

choices?   

Imagine Joshua is talking to you.  'Choose this 

day who you will serve.'  What is your gut 

reaction to that imperative?  Does it make a 

difference whether we choose today, tomorrow 

or next year?  What causes us to delay the 

decision – fear, uncertainty, resistance to 

change? What could help you make that decision 

right now?   

 

Choose this day who you will serve.  Pick one 

change in your daily behavior that will remind 

you of your choice.  Share this commitment with 

your group. 

 


