
Almighty God, you have poured upon 

us the new light of your incarnate 

Word: Grant that this light, enkindled 

in our hearts, may shine forth in our 

lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

LOOK 

Have you ever heard such powerful words 

as, "yes," in response to "will you marry 

me," or "I'm pregnant," or perhaps "it's 

over," or "downsized?" These mere words 

are more than words in context. They 

contain emotion, energy, and change your 

life.  If you are comfortable, what is such a 

word or phrase you have heard in your life?  

It can be positive or negative.   

BOOK 

John 1:1-18 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come 

into being in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him. He himself was 

not the light, but he came to testify to 

the light. The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. 

He was in the world, and the world 

came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become 

children of God, who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father's only son, full 

of grace and truth. (John testified to 

him and cried out, "This was he of 

whom I said, 'He who comes after me 

ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.'") From his fullness we have 

all received, grace upon grace. The law 

indeed was given through Moses; grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God. It is God the 

only Son, who is close to the Father's 

heart, who has made him known. 

 

 

1. The words in John can be 

considered "simple," or at least 

easier to translate from their 

original language.  But the 

meaning is more complex.  Do 

the first words above remind you 

of the beginning of another book 



in the Bible; particularly the first 

three words?  (Hint, Old 

Testament).  
2. Jesus, the "Word," is also 

referred to as the "light." This 

opening chapter may be 

considered a poem or early 

hymn, using such language to 

point to something indescribable. 

Why do you think John uses 

"light?"  
3. "Word," has an interesting 

history in translation and there is 

no consensus as to its exact 

origins.  It has even been 

described as energy or a word 

that also contains emotion, 

thought, and energy with the 

power of creation, the essence of 

life.  "And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us."  
a. How would you explain to 

someone who has never 

been told about 

Christianity, that God 

became human and that 

Jesus is God?  (Is this 

easy or hard?) 
4. Which word in this passage 

stands out or speaks to you the 

most? Why?  

 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in 

it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause 

righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations.  

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,  

until her vindication shines out like the 

dawn, 

and her salvation like a burning torch.  

The nations shall see your vindication, 

and all the kings your glory;  

and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give.  

You shall be a crown of beauty in the 

hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your 

God. 

 

1. Isaiah was written over 

generations and while there are 

many parts, there is consensus 

that the beginning was written 

when Israel lived in the 

promised land, the middle when 

they were in exile, forcibly 



removed from their homeland; 

and the third part when they 

were restored to their homes in 

the promised land. What 

language in this passage helps us 

see that this is written when they 

are restored and back in their 

homeland?   

2. Which image speaks to you most 

in this passage?  
3. Are there similar images or 

themes in the two passages?  

  

TOOK 

This is the beginning of the Gospel 

described above and the beginning of a 

restored relationship with God in Isaiah.  

How might you begin your relationship 

again or deepen your relationship with God 

in this new year?  

The "Word," the energy is within each of us.  

Our relationship with God begins with us 

and as we see the Word in each other.  

When has the Word felt most alive in you or 

have you felt the Word alive in your life?  

Have you ever had a relationship restored, 

reconciled in your life?  Perhaps even after a 

period of staying out of touch.  Describe the 

time of reuniting.   

Have you ever described your relationship 

with God restored after a "dry spell?"  Do 

you feel as though you have encountered the 

"Word," "Christ," in your life?  Name a time 

when it was most palpable.  

We use images to point to something almost 

indescribable.  For example, a poem could 

be written about the experience of being in 

love or about the pain of loss.  What images 

or words might you use to describe your 

relationship with God?  

Prayer 

Eternal God, we come before you to study, 

learn, and inwardly digest your Word.  Kindle 

the Word within us so that it might burst in 

flame and radiate from our being and into the 

lives around us.  Help us to recognize the 

eternal Word in an through the world and 

esepciallly in those we encounter and in our 

covenant community.  Guide us, we pray, this 

year to better know you and show forth your 

love in the world.  Through Jesus Christ, the 

eternal Word, Amen.  


