
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ is the light of the world: Grant that 

your people, illumined by your Word and 

Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of 

Christ's glory, that he may be known, 

worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the 

earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

LOOK 

Is there a time you felt compelled to act or 

do something?  For example, this could be 

standing up for someone else (or yourself), 

or giving a donation to someone asking for 

money on the street, or perhaps a need to 

attend church.   

BOOK 

1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering 
to the LORD under Eli. The word of 
the LORD was rare in those days; visions 
were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 
begun to grow dim so that he could 
not see, was lying down in his room; 
the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the LORD, where the ark of 
God was. Then the LORD called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I 
am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 
did not call; lie down again.” So he 
went and lay down. The LORD called 
again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not 
call, my son; lie down again.” Now 
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and 

the word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him. The LORD called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got 
up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” Then Eli 
perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, 
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall 
say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is 
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

Now the LORD came and stood there, 
calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant is listening.” Then the LORD said 
to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both 
ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 
On that day I will fulfill against Eli all 
that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. For I 
have told him that I am about to 
punish his house forever, for the 
iniquity that he knew, because his sons 
were blaspheming God, and he did not 
restrain them. Therefore I swear to the 
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 
or offering forever.” 

Samuel lay there until morning; then 
he opened the doors of the house of 
the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the 
vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here 
I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he 
told you? Do not hide it from me. May 
God do so to you and more also, if you 
hide anything from me of all that he 
told you.” So Samuel told him 
everything and hid nothing from him. 
Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do 
what seems good to him.” 



As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with 
him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground. And all Israel from Dan to 
Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 

 

1. In this passage, Samuel is a “boy.”  
God chooses a boy to give such a 
powerful message.  How does 
choosing a boy relate to other 
prophets and key figures you know 
of in Scripture?  (hint: They are not 
usually Kings or people in high 
places when God speaks to them).  

2. It takes 3 times for Samuel or Eli to 
figure out that it is God calling.  Yet, 
God keeps calling.  What does this 
tell you about God?  

3. The name Samuel means “God has 
heard.”  We often focus on what 
Samuel, Eli, or the people hear from 
God.  What did God hear?   

4. The second half of the reading is 
God’s message to Samuel and 
Samuel telling Eli that the priestly 
establishment will be overturned 
and Samuel will rise.  Eli is not upset 
even though his descendants and his 
world order will be overturned.  
What does this say about Eli’s faith?  

 

John 1:43-51 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 
found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in 

the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” When 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
Nathanael asked him, “Where did you 
get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I 
saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, 
“Do you believe because I told you that 
I saw you under the fig tree? You will 
see greater things than these.” And he 
said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you 
will see heaven opened and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.” 

1. Philip, Andrew, Peter, and 
Nathanael are called as 
disciples, to follow Jesus.  
Nathanael takes a bit more 
convincing, but not much.  
“Come and see,” is Philip’s 
response to Nathanael.  Are the 
disciples portrayed, in your 
mind, like you and me?  How 
are they like us today?   

2. Nathanael means “God has 
given.”  Like Samuel, the 
significance of naming seems to 
be important throughout the 
Bible.  In this passage, why do 
you think the meaning of 
Nathanael’s name has 
significance?  What has God 
given?  (There is no single 
“right” answer here).  Is 
discipleship something that is 
given by God?   



3. Samuel is called by God and so 
are the disciples.  How are the 
Philip and Nathanael like 
Samuel?  

TOOK 

“The word of the LORD was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread.” Is the 

word of the Lord rare today?   

God calls all of us and some of us are able 

to point to times when we knew God was 

calling us to do something.  Often, we do 

not have clear times when we know God 

was calling us.  When is a time in your life 

you know or think that God was calling you 

to do something?  

Martin Luther King, Jr. heard such a call on a 

1957 night when a violent phone call came 

to his house. King, alone in his house fell to 

his knees.  He heard God say, “stand up for 

righteousness… stand up for justice…you 

are not alone.” How does God still speak 

through this prophet today?  Are there any 

people you think are prophets, like Samuel, 

like Dr. King today?  

It is dangerous to be a prophet, to be called 

by God.  How is following God, following 

Jesus, dangerous or against our culture, 

family, friends?  

Jesus is not a prophet like Samuel or Dr. 

King, but God, as a human, living with us; 

the Word. Thinking about something you 

may be called to do, what would you ask 

Jesus if he were in the flesh with you right 

now?   

You have just asked.  Pray that you may 

hear as Samuel and know the revelation as 

Nathanael.  

Prayer 

God of abundance, you have called us to 

follow your Son Jesus Christ in our lives.  

Help us to hear your voice among so many 

voices in our lives and to answer when 

called.   Give us the courage to know how to 

follow you as your disciples did.  Lord, lift up 

the prayers from our hearts today and 

reveal to us the glory of your kingdom that 

is present in and through our lives and 

those lives around us.  We ask in the name 

of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.  


