
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in 

your steadfast faith and love, that through 

your grace we may proclaim your truth with 

boldness, and minister your justice with 

compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LOOK 

When you hear the phrase ‘kingdom of 

God’, what comes to mind?   

BOOK 

Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if 

someone would scatter seed on the ground, 

and would sleep and rise night and day, and 

the seed would sprout and grow, he does not 

know how. The earth produces of itself, first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in 

the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once 

he goes in with his sickle, because the 

harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare 

the kingdom of God, or what parable will 

we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, 

which, when sown upon the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it 

is sown it grows up and becomes the 

greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 

branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word 

to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 

not speak to them except in parables, but he 

explained everything in private to his 

disciples. 

1) Parables are meant to draw us deeper 

into the questions of the passage, 

rather than give us answers.  Why do 

you think Jesus taught in parables? 

2) Consider the first parable about the 

seed and sower.  Who do you think 

the sower is?  What does this parable 

tell us about God’s kingdom? 

(mysterious, happens without us) 

3) “Kingdom of God” is an antiquated 

phrase.  Some instead use ‘Reign of 

God’ or ‘Rule of God’.  How do 

those phrases inform your 

understanding of the parables? 

4) Some folks think of the kingdom of 

God as heaven – some place far off, 

and in the future.  Jesus says, the 

reign of God is among us now.  

What did Jesus do and say that 

pointed to the reign of God in his 

time? 

5) Mustard was a pervasive, 

uncontrollable, messy weed.  Jesus 

chose to use it as an example of the 

kingdom of God.  What does this tell 

us about what God considers 

beautiful? What God considers 

important?   

 

TOOK 

We pray that God’s kingdom comes in the 

Lord’s Prayer.  What would that look like? 

(We see the world the way God sees the 

world, and treat one another the way God 

would have us act)   

Do you consider yourself to be living under 

the ‘rule’ or ‘reign’ of God?  Why or why 

not?   



Think of a situation in your life in which 

God might seem absent or silent.  How 

might God be working beneath the surface, 

like the seed, bringing growth and new life 

to what seems dead?  

The first parable suggests that the sower has 

very little to do with the seed’s growth.  

What does that tell us about our role in the 

kingdom?  Does God need us to bring the 

kingdom about?  If not, what is our role?  

How might you look for the reign of God 

around you this week?  Where will you 

look?  (perhaps not up at the tall trees, but 

looking at the weeds?) 

Looking at the mustard seed parable, how 

does Jesus imagine the church?  What are 

the church’s most important functions?   


