
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

LOOK 

What role does money play in your life?  

What meaning does it have for you?  How 

much do you worry about it?  How 

comfortable are you talking about it? 

 

BOOK 

Mark 9:38-50 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw 

someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he was not 

following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop 

him; for no one who does a deed of power in 

my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us 

is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives 

you a cup of water to drink because you bear 

the name of Christ will by no means lose the 

reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before 

one of these little ones who believe in me, it 

would be better for you if a great millstone 

were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you 

to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 

enter life maimed than to have two hands 

and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 

And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut 

it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into 

hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, 

tear it out; it is better for you to enter the 

kingdom of God with one eye than to have 

two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where 

the worm never dies, and the fire is never 

quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is 

good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how 

can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, 

and be at peace with one another.” 

1) The prayer at the top of the page is 

the Collect for Purity from our Book 

of Common Prayer.  Look at the 

three parts of this collect: first, the 

address to God. What does this tell 

us about God, and about us? (God 

knows everything, God is God and 

we are not). Next the request: 

‘cleanse our hearts’ – how?  

Last: why? For what purpose?  

How does this prayer prepare us for 

worship? For relationship with the 

Divine? 

2)  Our gospel is a continuation of last 

week’s discussion of ‘the first shall 

be last’.  Jesus is headed to the cross, 

and wants the disciples to be ready.  

What are they still distracted by? 

What are their stumbling blocks? 

(focus on power, status, who’s in and 

who’s out) 

3)  Discuss the hyperbole in the 

statements about cutting off limbs 

and burning in hell.  Why is this 

message so important to Jesus?   Are 

these stumbling blocks really a 

matter of  life and death? 

 



 

TOOK 

Consider the first line of the opening prayer.  

Discuss your reaction to the God who knows 

everything about us, and from whom no 

secrets are hid.  Is this comforting or 

disconcerting?  Or a little of both? 

What thoughts of your heart need to be 

cleansed in order for you to be in right 

relationship with God?  What stumbling 

blocks keep you from putting God first and 

loving God perfectly? 

Why do you think money is such a big 

stumbling block for so many people in their 

relationship with God?  How hard is it for 

you to trust God to give you what you need? 

Discuss the tithe – giving our first 10% to 

God.  If you are not tithing, how does 10% 

sound to you?  If you are, what has been 

your experience of this spiritual discipline? 

How has it deepened your relationship to 

God?  Or freed you from fear?  

  

 

 


