BE OF GOOD COURAGE
GO FORWARD WITH JOY
St. David’s is entering a new phase
We have fall events planned, visitors expected, a new school year started, new horizons ahead and even –
BIG NEWS!! — New interim leadership to announce!
BE OF GOOD COURAGE

GO FORWARD WITH JOY

Change is hard. Times of change require
courage and fortitude.

With COURAGE and JOY, we can shepherd
St. David’s into its next phase. We are discerning
all that God is calling us to be, as a community,
here in Ashburn and beyond.

During these last few years, we have sometimes
felt we were wandering in the desert. We have
experienced loss — of loved ones, parishioners,
jobs, connections, and of course our dear
St. David’s former Rector, Reverend Mary Kay.
We move through seasons of change at varying
paces, in God’s time, but also with the support of
one another.
Our amazing Staff, our dedicated Property team,
our Vestry and Lay Leadership, and all of our
volunteers and Ministry Leaders have sustained
us in this time of change.

As the Holy Spirit nudges us to move forward,
we can feel the good energy re-emerging —
bringing hope, faith, and a sense of renewal.
Now is the time to financially support YOUR St.
David’s community.
Funding for staff, ministries, music, and supplies
for worship is crucial to operate our church
home, both virtually and in-person. The same is
true for the utilities and maintenance expenses
for our beautiful campus and its buildings.

COURAGE AND JOY: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
Some things we already know about who we are as a Church family:
• We are the people who WELCOME all.
• We are a church FAMILY — one that takes joy in the sharing of God’s peace.
• We care deeply about OUTREACH whether in the schools of Ashburn, in Honduras,

Liberia or just down the road.

• We care about justice and for the DIGNITY of every human being.
• We enjoy MUSIC with our worship!
• We find creative ways to SUPPORT kids, families, teens and our wisdom people.
• We savor times TOGETHER working for a good cause.

St. David’s legacy has been built upon COURAGE. Our CHURCH carries a special legacy from Margaret
Mercer of furthering education by respecting the dignity of every human being. It exists today because of
the brave and hard-working founders of the 1980s and 90s. It has flourished with those who’ve built,
maintained and visioned through every phase to which God has called St. David’s.
YOUR PLEDGE HELPS US PLAN
When making a pledge, think of the things you
are allowing to happen through your support:
• your kid skipping off to Sunday School,
• the band playing a favorite song,
• God’s inspiring Word interpreted by a

faithful minister,
• a comfortable sanctuary to worship in,
• a hospital or home visit in a time of need,
• the transformative moment of sharing the
Eucharist with your church family.
Your pledge gives us financial information that
is absolutely essential in our planning as we
strive to carry out God’s intentions for St.
David’s in 2023. These plans include our
Interim Rector, required care and maintenance
of our physical plant, Staffing, Ministry work,
and the spiritual support of our virtual and inperson communities.

It is the responsibility of each of us in our St.
David’s community to use our God-given
resources to care for God’s people, care for
God’s property, and share God’s Word.
Funding is absolutely vital to fulfill these
responsibilities at St. David’s, so we ask you to
contribute financial support in gratitude of
God’s abundance in our lives.
PLEDGE THROUGH REALM
We are thrilled to make available easy digital
pledging this year! Please go into the REALM
application at _________.com and make your
pledge as soon as possible. See the email
dated _______ with info on REALM and how to
log into your account. Volunteers are in the
Narthex after services to help you. All financial
information remains private. If you prefer, you
can also mail back the printed card you receive
in the mail.

PARISH SURVEY
Your St. David’s church family is here for you. Tell
us what you are up to. Tell us what you’d like to
see from St. David’s as our beloved spiritual
home evolves. Watch for the Parish Survey
coming from the Discernment Committee.
Along with prayerful discernment of God’s
guidance, the survey results will serve as an
influential instrument in matching us with a
future permanent Rector.

THE REWARDS OF COURAGE

We are excited to keep re-connecting and rebuilding our St. David’s Community together,
and we can’t thank you enough for being part of
this church family.

God manifested His presence through the Ark.
Like these folks, we are to keep our eyes on Jesus
trusting Him to guide, empower and lead us
across our Jordan. To follow Jesus into the future
believing He will do what He says, “make St
David’s new,” not only requires our trust, but our
courage and joy. When we truly grasp that only
God can do this, and it must be done, we
courageously place our feet into our Jordan,
joyfully keeping our eyes on Jesus watching Him
do the impossible for us!! It was only when the
Priests carrying the Ark, placed their feet into the
flooding Jordan, that the water moved and they
could cross the river.

We’d like to leave you with this message of the
rewards of courage and faith from our own
Carol Bonifant, Chaplain to the Vestry. This
model of courage comes from a lesson in
Joshua Chapter 3.
Blessings, Courage & Joy,
Jenifer Bluhm, Jr. Warden, Stewardship Co-Chair
Margot Culhane, Stewardship Co-Chair
Katherine Beckett-Goodwin, Sr. Warden
Jennifer Peiler, Vestry
Rohit Dean, Vestry
Mike Gibson, Vestry
Tanya Kerr, Vestry
David Schmidt, Vestry
Jim Tracy, Vestry

Joshua was told to camp by the swollen Jordan
river at flood stage for 3 days prior to crossing the
river. You can imagine the thoughts that ran
through the minds of those who saw and heard
the river. The whole nation of Israel which
equaled millions was to cross. This task could
only be done by a Great God, or all would drown.
The people were to keep their eyes on the Ark of
the Covenant as they crossed.

God promises, we trust and obey, and the Joy of
the Lord fills our hearts! Amen.

✄ Cut on the dotted line and color in the picture.

