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Notes to the Comments:  For this survey, respondents were invited to provide comments and suggestions as 
follow-up to select tabulated questions.  Written comments often give a greater understanding about why an 
individual selected the response they did, along with providing rich context surrounding the topic.  The responses 
appear in the order in which the completed surveys were submitted and are presented here verbatim 
(misspellings and all).  All open-end comments are included as submitted with three exceptions:  (1) one or two 
word responses or incomplete sentence those that did not advance the dialogue were deleted; (2) those that 
contained sufficient information with the potential of allowing the respondent to be identified and could not be 
edited were also eliminated; and (3) responses that contained sufficient information to potentially identify the 
source, but could be edited without changing the thrust of the comment, were retained and are identified as 
having been edited.  When reading the comments, look for common threads, as well as suggestions about 
potential changes and improvements.        

Q4 Responses to Q3:  In what way has online worship and limited in-person gatherings changed your feeling 
of connection or belonging in the St. David's community? Please tell us why you selected the response that 
you did -- being as specific as possible. 

Saint David’s has moved away from the liturgically centered Eucharistic worship that the founding families of 

this parish had established with a greater emphasis on our Anglo Catholic Heritage within the American 

Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. The Vestry should take a closer look at our Diocesan Web Page 

and what it has to say about the 1979 BCP and clergy adherence to its Rubrics. We have to decide whether we 

are Episcopalians or some kind of independent Congregational Church going our own way. 

We turned on the services every Sunday. Many times we were frustrated and disappointed with the sound 

system. The readers and leader for the prayers of the people should have been given better instructions to stand 

closer to the microphone and speak directly into it. We thing the technical volunteers must have done the best 

they knew how to do, and we appreciate their time and effort. 

Overcoming the pandemic challenges presented in the two ministries I support brought participants closer 

together and provided a sense of shared accomplishment. 

I had been feeling less connected prior to the pandemic 

I am very plugged in as far as volunteer duties with church and so I see those folks who are making the church 

run. More connected in that realm but less connected just as far as the faces we used to see regularly and the 

continuity of in-person services and events. 

We didn’t watch online church because our kids are so young so we haven't been to St. David's since mar 2020 

Always felt a connection, from day one! It was RMK that did it!!! 

We’re like family - distant or near, we will always be connected 

Our lives changed a lot when we COVID changed our work and social lives and I wasn’t able to attend online 

services on Sundays and then the rest of the week has always been busy. 

Had difficulty finding you on line and have been following my daughter's church services on line. 

Wanted an in person service last summer.  Did not like the political opinions of the bishop. 
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Easier to watch at a later time. Sermons during the pandemic were impactful. 

I still feel that St David’s is my church home. It is just hard to feel as connected when you haven’t seen people 

live in over a year. 

St David’s is really putting the effort in virtual connection. We just started coming to St David’s when we moved 

to the area before Covid hit, and when it did St David’s continued to send inspiring emails and hold virtual 

services. 

The Zoom gatherings helped to feel connected. Streaming services did not feel connected 

With the onset of COVID, the church service deserted Rite II and went to a combined service of traditional and 

praise. The music was almost exclusively praise which in no way brings me close to God. 

Knowing that we will be back to normal one day and seeing the comments from other church members during 

the online service helps us to feel connected to our church family from home. 

We totally disconnected and didn’t do anything virtual 

The amount of effort and care that was taken to keep us all connected just strengthened my connection to St. 

David’s. 

I stopped making church a priority I’m sorry to say. It is on my end- not St. David’s  
 
I still participate in all the groups prior to the shut down either in person on online. I've kept up my worship 

commitments as lay reader as well. 

The quality of preaching is an important component of my worship experience. I can appreciate Mary Kay's 

extraordinary sermons equally in person and remotely. 

My feeling of belonging is the same but worshiping online does not make me feel as connected in the moment. 

In person or online worship hasn't changed what St. David's represent to me spiritually. 

St. David's tried its very best, but after a few weeks of virtual church, it just isn't the same as being with and 

singing with people. The (technical) quality of the music couldn't compare with in-person. 

I appreciated that we were still able to have services when the building was closed. It was something that still 

felt normal(ish). 

I had no idea what friends as well as other parishioners were going through. We’re they sick, did they need any 

kind of help? I felt so isolated. 

Current service format, specifically music, does not meet our needs. Prefer contemporary band (current on the 

radio) format of prior 9:30 service. The current “hybrid” music is disjointed and not well done. 

The familiarity and tradition of the services are impossible to replicate online. Additionally, the collective call & 

response is nonexistent when we are virtual. 

I am not sure because the services made me feel less connected, but all of the Zoom meetings and activities 

made me feel connected. I am involved in different groups in the church. 

Access to online worship has made our family's participation easier, particularly for our high school aged 

children. 
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I think that the fact that we have come through this pandemic and not been together except for the online 

experience and that we had high viewership each Sunday and that our numbers of live attendees, PLUS the 

continued online views is a testament to people's commitment to one another...we lost a few folks...but those 

who remain know that this is their community...and that makes me feel a greater sense of belonging... 

Why not felt as connected to any service which is purely virtual. We've been excited to get back in person! 

Naturally, not seeing people in person means less personal connection. But my attendance has been better due 

to remote church. 

Sometimes the zoom events - bingo/meetings - can allow for chatting and seeing people you normally wouldn't 

go up to in person. 

Traditional/Anglican music is very important to me in my worship service and I didn't hear much of that in St. 

David's virtual worship services. I mainly viewed the worship services from St. Paul's, Kansas City, Mo as their 

services were filled with traditional music. 

We attend workshop services, but do not belong to any other groups, is we still participated at the same level 

online as in person, just missed communion. 

I really miss the traditional services with familiar hymns and music.  
 
Allowed us to continue in the same worship with many of the same people in the chat.  In the beginning the 
music was still similar to that of the 9:00 service which we attended. 
 
The timing of Jack Walton’s departure, complexity of participation for choir, shift of music style to contemporary 
vs sacred, the shift to online format on top of online work from home…it all became disconnected and no 
personal interaction with anyone 
 
In many ways I was able to interact with members I was not able to really get to know before. 
 
The online services were a godsend at times. They helped to maintain my connection with prayer and the 
gospel.  
 
 I have attended weekly services, often morning services, and Compline for awhile. Also having attended 
confirmation class with Mary Kay via zoom. While of course I have missed being in person, I have felt just as 
connected to St David’s! 
 
First the Morning prayer and Sunday worship services help nurture me spiritually. It is safe. If I do come to in 
church Service, I WILL CONTINUE TO WEAR A MASK, FACE SHIELD, AND GLOVES. My wife is in a nursing home, I 
have seen enough death there to know, I have to be careful. The Church has opened the doors, that are great. 
HOWEVER ONE DOES NOT KNOW WHO HAS BEEN VACCINATED OR WHO MAY BE A VIRUS CARRIER.AND NOT 
BEEN VACCINATED. 
 
As a new member, I we’ve felt very welcome especially with Covid restrictions being eased! 
 
Offered a safe place to get to know the Church without the physical, logistical challenges that often accompany 
in person attendance 
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I feel the vestry and Mary Kay did a wonderful job in making everyone feel that we were still connected. 
Reaching out with phone calls, the video mass, and people doing the readings from their homes.  You didn’t feel 
alone. I felt “we are in this together”. 
 
With the option of the online worship it gives me the option of seeing the service when I'm wouldn't be able to 
attend (when sick or out of town) 
 
Do, not want to gather in large groups at this time 
 
It was difficult to get to services, but having services, including Morning Prayer online, helps me feel more 
connected. 
 
When St. David’s turned to contemporary service I felt very left out. Sorry. I just don’t like it. 
 
We adapted well to the circumstances and will continue to do so. 
 
Most of my interactions at church were with people I met randomly: [A parishioner] when I was sitting by myself 

at services, [another parishioner] when I was crying once in the sanctuary and she just came to sit with me so I 

wouldn’t be alone, and others who I felt together with because of in-person interactions. I tried participating in 

online prayers, services, group discussions and while engaging in the moment, I left them without the feeling of 

light-ness that comes after a real connection. [Edited to avoid potential identification of respondent] 

Listening to Rev. Mary Kay weekly online; Listening to the music of the choir; and attending vestry and 
Fellowship meetings monthly, have continued to provide a sense of connection and belonging to St. David's. 
 
Being now out of state I can still continue to worship  
 
RMK's sermons and my small group zoom meetings made me feel connected.  
 
I have liked the online service. And I am connected through BBC.  
 
It's been difficult, but I've tried to stay involved and connected through small groups and my viewing the 
streamed services. Not the same as in-person though. 
 
There is no substitute for “one or more gathered in my name”. Also, the streaming quality was subpar compared 
to other churches. 
 
The service online did not meet my needs. I watch sometimes, but fast forward to the Sermon. There is nothing 
in the online service for my kids. The church seems to moving towards a more traditional service. 
 
I was able to stay connected to the community the entire time; it was great to see people's input and responses 
in the chat when we were on Facebook live. 
 
We did not attend virtual services or participate in any St. David's activities/gatherings when services were not 
in person. As a result we disconnected from St. David's for over a year. 
 
We were questioning our belonging to St David's before the pandemic and our thoughts have not changed in the 
last 15 months 
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Being elderly, I joined St. David's during the pandemic. I am only able to go in person very occasionally, when my 
son (about an hour away) can take me. 
 
Q8.  If you don't plan to attend indoor worship services, what is the primary reason?  
 
I would like for the indoor worship/Eucharist to begin again at Lansdowne Woods.  
 
My wife is considering not returning to St. David.  Makes things tough. 
 
I don’t feel comfortable shaking hands at the handshake of peace. Even though I put my hand down, people still 
tried to shake my hand and got very close and into my personal space. 
 
I will return when the 11:00 traditional Eucharist becomes a part of our Sunday weekly schedule. 
 
My kids haven't been vaccinated yet 
 
Attending a different church. 
 
Because I am in NC 

I dislike the service and especially the music  
 
There are unvaccinated members, who I know, attending services without masks. 
 
I’m troubled by the politicization of St David’s over the last few years - especially by the clergy. There appears to 
be little tolerance for those that don’t want to be “Woke” or adhere to Critical Race Theory thinking. For 
example most sermons include references to racism, and reinforce the idea that we are a racist country. 
Unfortunately St David’s no longer offers a community “Where all are welcome” - especially for those that may 
have a different political viewpoint. 
 
Current service format, specifically music, does not meet our needs. Prefer contemporary band (current on the 
radio) format of prior 9:30 service. The current “hybrid” music is disjointed and not well done. Additionally there 
has been little effort to engage my elementary and HS age children. 
 
 My home church is [another church], but we live in Belmont CC which is very near church. Your director of our 

district has been very kind to us. I am handicapped now for walking...my husband can drive. Your church could 

be our 2nd home church in the future…Your church is so well organized, we are learning a lot. [Edited to avoid 

potential identification of respondent] 

I am unsure if I want to continue attending St David’s.  
 
I expect to attend worship services each week but it will either in person or online depending on the 
circumstances at our home. 
 
Depends on if there is a traditional service offered. 
 
I don't "connect" with the format of the services--mostly contemporary.  
 
Not sure if St. David’s is the right place for me anymore. My personal feelings about faith and corporate worship 
are not clear to me. 
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My wife HAD c/19 and pneumonia in the Nursing Home. I know of residents who died around her WITH C/19. I 
also know you can be a c/19 carrier, test negative even the day you get the PFIZER or MODERNA vaccine, and 
come down with virus. I have seen that happen to staff and family. 
 
I'm not yet comfortable being around people, including children, who may have not yet been vaccinated. I have 
gotten comfortable viewing the services virtually 
 
I usually attended the 11:00 service. 10:00 is too early. 
 
Not being fed by the hybrid service. I dislike the music overall. 
 
Not comfortable brining my unvaccinated child indoors with other people 
 
The church seems to moving towards a more traditional service. My needs are not met with this type of service. 
 
Too long of a gap. We aren't motivated to return. 
 
My wife is considering not returning to St. David. Makes things tough. 

Q11.  If you answered "less than monthly" or "never," what has prevented you from viewing the live 
streamed service? (Select all that apply) 
 
Too distracted with the kids for virtual mass 
 
Wife is not watching with me. 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to get wifi or internet is down or some other thing would come up. 
 
I have been attending another church service virtually 
 
Enjoy watching online occasionally but just has not been a part of my usual routine 
 
I couldn’t got access to it after couple of trials, so I gave up  
 
Went to an open church  
 
I have left the church  
 
Hard to keep the children's interest in front of a laptop.  Grateful to be headed back in person 
 
View and occasionally attend other streaming/outdoor services; St. David’s is in the rotation. 
 
Childcare while streaming hard 
 
I found the streaming service of another Episcopal church to be a significantly better experience. 
 
The music is poor. 
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Without the anchor experience of in person worship, it's simply easy to get distracted and involved in other 
(frankly, less important) things. 
 
I often had trouble getting into the Facebook platform  

Q17.  Please provide any comments about the music program.  Please be as specific as possible. 

I have enjoyed the blend of traditional and contemporary music that has happened with the merging of the two 
services. I really love them both! 
 
The music at St. David's has always been excellent. I love the traditional music and hymns, but also enjoy the 
more modern songs and soloists that are often included. 
 
Sometimes the organ is too loud to hear voices. 
 
I like the traditional service, not a fan of the screen only when needed during a traditional service. I come to 
church to be challenged spiritually, not entertained. 
 
I love and miss the contemporary team. I connect so much through music, it's imperative that it meets my needs 
or I would actually consider moving churches :( 
 
We raised our children primarily visiting the contemporary services (albeit traditional services when they were 
infants). It is a fantastic platform for younger kids to become involved and remain engaged. 
 
Once the Vestry cut the music budget for 2020, the music quantity has decreased significantly. It is unfortunate 
that the leadership allowed two vestry members who were not associated in any way with the music ministry to 
have such an undue influence on it. Music if very important to the worship experience and should be funded 
appropriately. 
 
It is very important to us to have traditional Episcopal or inter denominational music for our 11:00 services. The 
music directs my mind and heart towards prayer and praise to Our Lord. I feel fulfilled and recommitted to serve 
God when I leave a traditional service that I have participated in. 
 
The presence of a talented music program, whether traditional, contemporary and/or gospel, makes the service 
much more enjoyable. While not a critical component in what I seek from Church, it does make me look forward 
to attending more. Sometimes a song from a good performance will stick in my head for the next few days and 
remind me how lucky I was to find St David's. 
 
Would like for some of the traditional hymns to be included in the service. 
 
Like the mix of gospel, classics 
 
It made us feel belong especially my mother; she loves to sing (hymns). She used to be a chorister back home 
 
I LOVE singing along with the hymns but the safety of everyone else is by far more important. If it’s not safe for 
everyone to sing along then I understand completely. 
 
I would like to see a high quality music program which in turn can attract church lay talent to participate. I’d like 
to maintain the diversity of our music program experienced in our two very different Sunday morning services. I 
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love the music at both contemporary and traditional services. Both need to be invested in to assure a high level 
of quality in the presentation. 
 
I enjoy the traditional music at church, but I’ve been to services at other Episcopal churches where there was no 
music. To me, the message remains the same. 
 
I'd like to see the music (notes) printed in a worship aid to help with singing along, now that the hymnals are 
gone. But if/when there is a separate traditional service I'll probably sing in the choir. 
 
Hardly anyone sings along with the Praise hymns. And they are insipid. 
 
I attend the Traditional Service. I do not enjoy the Contemporary service because of the band. It is too loud. It 
seems more like the band and singers are performing than that they are leading the congregation in song. 
Truthfully, I cannot hear myself when trying to sing along. 
 
Do not enjoy gospel-type performances. Prefer more traditional with a little contemporary. 
 
One of the reasons we like the Saturday service is because we enjoy the contemporary music, but our family 
members (teens) are not morning people. A Sunday evening contemporary service would be even better with 
teens. 
 
St David’s upbeat and contemporary music was one of the reasons we felt so connected. We loved the upbeat 
feeling of the music and being able to sing along to songs that were uplifting. 
 
Music has always been extremely important to my worship. I love the classical traditional music of the Episcopal 
Churches that I have belonged to prior to St. David’s. I realize that the Praise Band and contemporary music is 
appreciated by many, but it is something that I cannot adjust to as a part of my personal worship. I attend St. 
David’s for those I love, but I deeply miss the feeling of genuine spiritual involvement that I have had in the 
Episcopal Church before. The situation makes me very sad and I feel a personal loss, but since it does not 
damage my faith in or my relationship with God I accept it simply as what I am called to do for others. I just 
don’t feel that the direction St. David’s has gone meets my personal needs. You asked and I gave my honest 
feelings, but I don’t expect any changes. 
 
I miss Ceecee and the high school choir 
 
I can't wait to get back to traditional hymns. Praise bands and contemporary lyrics actually detract from my 
worship experience. 
 
I recognize that it is difficult when, in essence, combining the 9 and 11 in -person services to pick the music, but I 
feel that the current pattern of beginning with one familiar traditional Episcopal hymn, then having the anthem 
and all the rest of the music unfamiliar contemporary (with some of the songs having seemingly endless lyrics) 
has been a mistake. A better balance between easy-to-sing traditional and contemporary music, some of which 
seems forced and difficult to sing: traditional hymn composers understood the value of having adjacent notes 
close together in pitch rather than careening all over. 
 
In the past we have had amazing talent in our parishioners and in the hired musicians. I appreciate the music 
group that has stepped up at this time and hope our music program can become as vibrant as it was previously. 
 
Last Sunday the last few songs I could not hear Andy & other singers. The instruments were much louder than 
the singers. When a new song is fast with many words the congregation needs to be coached. 
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Other churches were able to continue hosting their full variety of services during quarantine, including dedicated 
music for each. Disappointed that St. David’s did not invest more in sustaining congregational diversity through 
the music offerings. The current “hybrid” music format is disjointed and off-putting. It also makes no sense to 
pay band musicians for hours of their time and then have them perform only a couple songs each week. If they 
are being paid to practice and be at service, honor their time and give the congregation a full contemporary 
service. If you’re not invested in having a contemporary service, be honest about that and let it go. You may lose 
a portion of the congregation, but maybe that’s going to happen anyway. 
 
Music really enhances my experience; I find it very uplifting. I really enjoy Christian rock. 
 
We need to hear songs that we know. I know this is difficult, but it’s important to have a method to introducing 
new songs. For example, have a new song sung for the first time by just the praise band or a guest singer during 
the offertory (traditionally we don’t sing along to this). Then include it as a regular song the following Sunday. 
Then include it as a regular song two Sundays later. Please listen to WGTS 91.9 FM for fantastic songs. Please! 
 
I think sometimes we try to be the best of everything and try to please everyone too much. I don't think we 
need so many 9 a.m. band members. I think too much money is spent on music. 
 
We need to build up the Choir and improve the quality. 
 
I really appreciate all the flexibility and work that went into the music during worship while we were online only. 
I enjoyed the pictures, the people and the words on the screen. The more contemporary music was something I 
preferred. I am very thankful for the music program but I think there are still some sound/balance adjustments 
that can be made to the online service that would make it even better. Thank you. 
 
The music program is in serious need of rebuilding. The quality has suffered greatly under Lori...we need to get 
back to two separate music experiences as soon as possible. I am a 9 o'clocker and we need to have young talent 
singing....and we need to have music that is singable. 
 
I personally love the more contemporary band & music. It is nice to sing along with words projected on the 
screen, but ok if I am not familiar with the song. 
 
I am ready to contribute to the choir, / music program in any way that I can!  
 
I loved Ceci and Jerien's music. So beautiful and made me want to sing along. The contemporary music was a big 
part of our church experience. The music during the streamed services over the past few weeks hasn't been as 
inspiring. I find myself not wanting to watch as much as I used to. 
 
I would like a blend of music, have one song in each category at the services-each brings its own message. I like 
traditional before the gospel and the first song for reverence. I like more commentary and uplifting at the end. 
 
I really enjoy the organist and her music but I'm not enthusiastic about the guitar, drums etc. It doesn't feel like 
an Episcopal church service. 
 
The 9:00 service music was upbeat and energetic. The band was an integral part of that and the young people 
who sang with adults were able to display their talents as well. 
 
My impression and experience when I have attended contemporary services is that the band and singers are 
accomplished and the music is well rehearsed and it is performed well. And, the words projected on the screen 
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don’t really give the congregation the ability to sing with the band and singers since the score is not included. 
Traditional services rely on hymnals and music scores and more often than not are accessible even if they are 
unfamiliar- of course there are some pretty terrible liturgically appropriate hymns that are programmed once in 
awhile, but mostly the service music is sing able by the congregation. 
 
I have enjoyed the combination of music that is being done at the current service I think Lori the band and the 
choir are doing an excellent job enhancing the worship service 
 
It has been quite disappointing lately. The quality is good; the music choices not inspiring or spiritual to me. 
 
I enjoy both contemporary and traditional hymns, and I like the words projected on the screen. 
 
I liked being part of the choir, but the music was too much like a dirge. I enjoyed being part of the band, 
but…rehearsing at 7:30am was NOT my happy place. I really loved singing at the Saturday service because it felt 
the most comfortable and engaging to me with a good blend of music styles - plus, the people I rehearsed/sang 
with were fun and welcoming. 
 
I traditionally attended the 11am service. I love that the merged service includes the band. I realize now what I 
had been missing by not attending at 9. But I do also love the traditional hymns while enjoying the more 
contemporary and gospel music! Can't get enough! 
 
The program seems to have suffered recently. 
 
The Episcopal Hymnal is weighted toward unsingable and dreary hymns. I prefer either a contemporary 
selection or a mix of traditional and contemporary. 
 
Not fond of the 'contemporary' music program. The drums/ timpani are often very loud and override the 
harmony and melody in both contemporary and traditional music. Organ: reeds are over used and flutes 
ignored. 
 
I am a traditionalist. I like hymns I can sing and I like a full choir. 
 
My kids enjoy the music and being able to dance. 
 
I want to commend the staff and music folks for doing a good job of mixing contemporary and traditional music 
into one service. I know that couldn't have been easy trying to please everyone. I do hope we will be able to 
resume 2 services. Music is not a deal breaker for me, but I prefer the contemporary music experience. 
 
The program needs an identity with champions and leaders that are known to parishioners. No competition 
necessary, just quality music that defines our music ministry. 
 
For the 9am service, I feel the band/singers are performing and not leading the congregation in song. And they 
are just too loud! I understand that the musicians are paid. I would be willing to sacrifice some quality by having 
parishioners (especially youth!) volunteer to play in the band as their contribution to the church and its joyful 
noise! Stipend of $50 per service would be helpful and appreciated. Time to change the model and spend less on 
music and more on other areas (youth/outreach/property/new assistant rector). 
 
The music program has been the main reason we stay with St. David's. 
 



Page 11 of 13 
 

You described the problem in the question above: You used the term “performance”. Church music should not 
be a performance for entertainment. It should be a form of prayer. The 9AM and Sat @6 musicians have been 
performing. This is a significant turn-off for me and many others. 
 
The joy is gone. 
 
I liked the blended nature of the music during the pandemic  
 
We miss contemporary music. The traditional hymns are nice, but the organ and style of worship are not 
desirable to our adolescent children. 
 
Just a fan of the traditional liturgies and hope that St. David's doesn't become an entirely contemporary worship 
experience. 
 
Transitions are sticky and awful, heartbreaking and can be embittering. We have to make sure we are using as 
much clarity, honesty, transparency, forthrightness, fairness, and communication as we should. 
 
I like traditional music that I can sing alone with. In the past, when music was prominent, I could not sing along 
because the music was like a performance show casing the singer- It was so "fancy" that I could not participate. I 
felt like I was attending a performance and that is not a comfortable way for me to worship when it comes to 
music. 
 
I like upbeat, joyful music. 

Q18.  Is there anything else you want us to know? 

Thank you for all you do to make St. David’s a warm and welcoming church community. I am proud to be a 
member. 
 
I am very glad that services are getting back to the old normal, but St. David's vestry, musicians, readers, and 
technicians did an EXCELLENT job in getting the services online to viewers during the pandemic. THANK YOU to 
all involved!! 
 
I miss the food (but my waist probably doesn't).  Can't wait to go back to that particular Episcopal tradition. 
 
People who complain should be willing to be a part of the solution. Bully tactics should not be honored. 
 
Rev Mary Kay’s sermons and the open community welcome continue to be hallmarks by which we define 
ourselves. The music is the other piece which makes the joyful and meaningful worship experience. 
 
It seems the clergy and the vestry have deserted the music program for the 11:00 service. To save money, they 
have cut the music budget while promoting a staff member to Christian Education Director. This is not the kind 
of leadership that will sustain St. David’s and I will not be a part of it. 
 
Please, please, please bring back the two service format. The hybrid currently at 10 is not serving my needs. May 
I say once again: the band is too loud. 
 
What kinds of kid programs will you have?  
 
I like the new 10AM time.  
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How many pledgers are no longer attending St David’s? Without knowing who they are can Karen give us a total 
financial loss of those choosing to go somewhere else? 
 
I think that the move to virtual services has made it very apparent how little St David’s was offering in the way of 
fellowship. How easily it was to stop "attending." I can "attend" anywhere; there is/was nothing specific about St 
David’s keeping me pulled here. 
 
Obviously we need to rebuild the 9 o’clock service and the music is a huge part of it. We will need a concerted 
and strategic effort to bring back the families who used to come. The quality of the music is a very big part of 
this. 
 
I think we try to be the best of everything too much. 
 
I am very thankful for the live stream. 
 
I love the 9am format but not the time. 10am has been a nice time for us during the pandemic not feeling as 
rushed on Sundays. 
 
Am bothered by the national church being so political 
 
It isn't necessary to contact me. I always go to St. David's online and also "tune in" to the traditional service at 
the Washington National Cathedral. Rev. MK is wonderful! 
 
Assuming the 11AM service will return to music choices that resonate with me. 
 
You’re doing great, keep it up and much appreciated.  
 
I like the 9am service (as it was) because the sermons were wonderful and realistic. They may have been more 
focused on the kids, but Mary Kay did an especially good job of not babying the subject. Plus, the adult sermons 
after were time for further reflection. I did not like the 11am service because it felt less accessible. I value 
tradition as much as anyone else, but it really felt sad instead of hopeful. I really enjoyed Saturdays at Six 
because I felt like the service combined the seriousness of the 11am and the hopefulness and spiritual 
connection that I loved about the 9am. The candle lighting ceremony felt so weird at first, but I found myself 
really looking forward to it after awhile; like it was honoring my individual time to pray instead of it just being 
time to pray between things while waiting for others to get communion or something. If I’m super honest, I also 
liked Saturdays because I didn’t have to get up early in the morning and I could come dressed as casually as I 
liked and got zero weird looks. Even if it moved to Sunday evenings, I have often thought that would be a great 
service to have before youth group, or a young adult ministry, or something like that. One church I went to had 
late afternoon evening services and then those who wanted to were all invited to go out to eat together. It 
created fellowship and a permission (weird, but true) to splurge on a dinner out and enjoy my day of rest with 
others. Looking forward to the fellowship after the service was sometimes what it took to get me to the service. 
The idea of things being around the same time or in a row is especially important because since I have to drive 
across the county to keep St. David’s as my church home, I’d rather save the planet and not do the drive 
multiple times in the same day or even week. 
 
Especially given that Mary Kay has no assistant rector, I am so afraid she will burn - out, that I vote for 
continuing the 10:00 combined service to lessen the load. Plus it's nice having a fuller church. I have terribly 
missed the Saturday night service and hope it can continue even if it's only every other week or so. I liked 
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attending Sat night and Sunday. I could get even more out of the sermon by hearing it twice. LOL Senior brain 
and all.... 
 
The uncomfortable part of having in door services, you don’t know whether the person beside you has received 
the vaccine, practices Social Distances, uses a mask for protection. 
 
I think the biggest challenge is the absence of Sunday School programming for children 3 - 9. Is there a plan to 
introduce this? 
 
I hope the online worship continues. 
 
I’ll be back when we return to an 11 AM service. The contemporary service is not for me.  
 
When possible the childcare option for young ones is very helpful. My 18 month old will struggle to engage and 
my 4 year old might need a break. It’s helpful to have that option. Thanks. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


